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cost their favorite the united support of the party
in 1836. Accordingly they set on foot a movement
in Congress to bring about a moderate reduction of
the prevailing rates; and it was of course their hope
that the nullifiers would be induced to recede al-
together from the position which they had taken.
Through Verplanck of New York, the Ways and
Means Committee of the House brought in a
measure reducing the duties, within two years, to
about half the existing rates. Jackson approved
the plan, although personally he had little to do
with it.

But though the Verplanck Bill could not muster
sufficient support to become law, it revived tariff
discussion on promising lines, and it brought nulli-
fication proceedings to a halt in the very nick of
time. Shortly before February 1,1833, the leading
nullifiers came together in Charleston and entered
into an extralegal agreement to postpone the en-
forcement of the nullification ordinance until the
outcome of the new tariff debates should be known.
The failure of the Verplanck measure, however,
left matters where they were, and civil war in South
Carolina again loomed ominously.

In this juncture patriots of all parties turned to
the one man whose leadership seemed indispensable